
The Easter Journey 
Playdough Style
This is a tactile retelling of the story of Easter. It requires a main storyteller to start with, who 
leads the rest of the family through the activity. But once complete, it’s great to encourage 
different members of the family to take on parts of the roll or even the whole roll. This helps the 
retention and understanding of this key biblical passage. There a video demonstration of this in 
action led by Jess that’s available at openheaven.org/weektwo

Resources 
A ball of playdough or homemade substitute for each person.

Setting the scene
Introduce the story in whatever way that best suits your family setting. Our story will start at the 
Passover meal, but it’s important that there is some understanding of the lead up to this, to give 
this part of the Easter journey its context. 
As always, the language in this script can be adapted, changed or just used as a vague guide. 
What’s more important is that any approach reflect the needs of your own family. 
 
The storyteller
The idea behind this resource is to provide a framework for telling the Easter story with play-
dough. The script is offered as an example and there is a video made by Jess that gives a visual 
idea of what this may look like.
The roll of the storyteller is to lead the narrative, demonstrating the story and id age appropri-
ate getting the children to join in with their own ball of playdough.

So, start with an introduction like this: 
When I was a child, I loved to hear stories, stories of adventure, stories of great heroics, of love 
and laughter. Stories that once I began them, I couldn’t stop turning over the pages, eagerly 
wanting to read more. But there was one story, one story that always caught my imagination, 
drew me in, made me hope, made me believe that love would always win. So, I would like to 
take you on a journey, it has lots of twists and turns in it, a few surprises and an ending that 
speaks of love and grace. Then begin the story. 

• Take the ball of playdough.
When I was a child, I love to play with a ball just like this: Make the playdough into the shape 
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of a ball by rolling it on your hand and then leaving it to rest there. Ask the others to do the 
same. 
I’m sure Jesus as a child would have loved to do the same, to be with his friends, to share each 
other’s hopes and dreams. 
And that is what he did one night, spoke of the future. Brought his friends together, shocked 
them with his predictions of what would happen next for as they ate together, he took some 
bread and tore it into two pieces saying – this is my body which is broken for you. Which meant 
that he was going to die. 

• Take the playdough and tear it in half, leave the two halves resting on your palm
Of course, they wouldn’t believe Him, refused to see that it would end that way. 
But of course, he knew it would.

So that evening when the sun had set, and the moon filled the sky 
• take one piece of playdough and make it into a moon crescent.
he went to a garden to pray. But he had been betrayed by one of his friends and men came 
with swords and spears and torches to arrest him. 
 
• Use the other half of the playdough into one long piece and squeeze the end to make a 
spear shape or a troch 
These men then brought him to a judge, who despite the fact that Jesus had done no wrong 
sentenced him to death on a hill. 
On that hill he was hung on a cross 

• Take the two pieces of playdough and roll them into two lengths and then combine to 
make a cross. 
And there he died. 
As you can understand his friends were so upset. Some of them took his body and put it into a 
grave in a large piece of rock and rolled a stone in front of the entrance.

• Scrunch the playdough into a ball again, use your thumb to push a whole into the ball to 
make a cave and then make a small ball and place it over the cave entrance
All hope was lost. Or so it seemed. 
But on the morning of the third day, when the woman came, the stone was rolled away 

• Remove the stone
The grave was empty, there was no one inside. The women were in shock, they couldn’t believe 
their eyes.
But then an angel spoke to them and asked them ‘why do you look here for the living amongst 
the dead, Jesus is not here. He is alive.’
This is the most amazing part of the Easter story, that Jesus died and rose again, and he did this 
to bring us forgiveness and to mend our relationship with God.

• Shape the play dough into a heart shape and ask everyone to stop and think about how 
much Jesus must have loved us to be willing to die for us. 
Use a prayer of your won after a short while. 

To finish you could read this part of scripture, or simply finish with the prayer. 
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had 
prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when 
they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about 



this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright 
the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you 
look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! 

Follow up ideas. 
In terms of reinforcing the story, repeating this activity more than once is useful. Its even worth 
changing roles and getting one of your children to be the storyteller, they can just use their own 
words and even come up with their own interpretations of the way in which the modelled clay is 
used. 

Asking questions such as:
What do you remember most from the story?
What did we learn about Jesus for the story?
What does the story teach us about our relationship with God?
But as ever, make up your own, respond to what your child says. There is no correct approach, 
it’s all just about using the activity to engage with the Easter story and to use this as a basis for 
discussion, prayer and worship in whatever way works best. 

The Easter Story 
In A Box
This resource seeks to provide a way of telling the Easter story, with a series of individual items 
that are easily available around the house. It is adapted from other similar resources that are 
available on the web. The resource is designed to be used to provide a structure for families to 
engage with in their own way. The idea is to have one person lead and tell the story and en-
courage interaction with it with their own questions. Scripture readings are identified for each 
section, but these are optional, or can be used later. 

The items that you will need are as follows:
• A box to hold all the items
• Palm branch or something to represent this
• Playdough to make a cup and a piece of bread, or pen and a piece of blank card to 
draw the items of the last supper
• A collection of coins
• A cross – this can be constructed out of any material 
• A piece of cloth 
• A piece of card with a question mark on it.

Setting the scene
Gather all the materials together into the box and begin by taking the palm branch from the 
box.

Palm Sunday
Scripture: Mark 11:1-10
Narrative – take the palm branch from the box and hold it in the palm of your hand
When Jesus came to Jerusalem, the people came out on the streets to welcome him. But what 
they were expecting to happen, didn’t. In fact, if they could have predicted the future, I think 
they would have wanted a very different outcome. But Jesus knew what he was doing, and he 
also knew what was waiting for him as he entered Jerusalem. 



Maundy Thursday: 
Scripture: Read Mark 14:12-25
Narrative – either use the playdough and tear the bread and show the cup, or draw a picture 
of the bread and cup onto a piece of blank card from the box
One evening Jesus gathered his friends together to celebrate a special meal called the Passo-
ver. It was at this meal he told his friends that he would die and that one of them would betray 
him. To show what he meant, he took the bread and broke it and said that this was his body 
that was broken for them. He also took the cup and drank wine from it, saying that this was his 
blood that was to be spilt for them. 
His friends were confused and worried, but Jesus took them to a special garden to pray.

The garden of Gethsemane 
Scripture: Matthew 26: 36 - 46
Narrative – take the coins from the box and hold them in your palm.
Whilst Jesus was praying in the garden, Judas one of his friends, had agreed to betray Jesus 
for money. So, he brought armed guards to the garden. They seized Jesus and took him away 
leaving his friends to flee afraid for their own lives. 

Good Friday:  
Scripture:  Mark 15:1, 15, 22-25, 37, 39
Narrative - Take the cross from the box and place it in your hand. 
The religious leaders wanted to get rid of Jesus, so they persuaded the people to ask for Jesus 
to be sent to the cross, even though he had done nothing wrong. So, Jesus was taken to a hill 
outside the city walls and there he was nailed to a cross. People taunted him and made fun of 
Him, but he called on his father to forgive them. Finally he called out ‘ It si finished’ and with 
that he gave up his last breath and died. 

The tomb
Scripture: Read Mark 15: 46, 47
Narrative – take the cloth from the box and fold it as you talk. Then place it in the box and put 
the lid on the box. So, friends of Jesus, took his body and wrapped it in cloth, placing it in the 
tomb. They were distraught and consumed by grief. Jesus was dead and there seemed that all 
their hopes had been crushed. 

Easter day – the empty tomb
Scripture: Read Mark 16: 1-8
Narrative - Early on the Sunday morning, the women went to the tomb and had an amazing 
surprise. The stone that was in front of the tomb had been rolled away ( remove the lid from the 
box) and Jesus body wasn’t there ( take the cloth and unfold it and then take the question mark 
out) The women were confused and didn’t know what to do( hold out the question mark)  But 
then a man in white appeared to them and told them that Jesus had risen from the dead and 
was alive. 

Summary 
This is the amazing truth of the Easter story, that the one who entered Jerusalem, welcomed as 
a king, chose to give his live upon a cross, to pay the price of sin for everyone. He died and his 
body was placed in a tomb, but death could not hold him. On the third day he rose again and 
is alive today. His sacrifice made once for all, to allow us to renew our relationship with God. 
(Hold the question mark in your hand again) The question is, how will we respond to this outra-
geous demonstration of love? Scripture: 1 John 3:16:  For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only son, that whoever believe sin him. Shall not perish but have eternal life. 


