
There is more joy in heaven over one sinner’s rescued 
life than over ninety-nine good people in no need of 
rescue.
Luke 15 v 7

Jesus to the rescue
Focus:
- To reflect on the fact that the key aspect of the Gospel message is that Jesus came to seek and 
save each of us as individuals
- To celebrate the truth that God loves us and never gives up on us!

Key questions and activities 
The activities listed are provided as a guide, with some ideas for expanding, reflecting and 
responding to the key questions. 

Start with the story 
There are lots of great resources for accessing this story. You could choose from the following: 
•Watch the brilliant video recordings made by Reno Xavier and available on the Open Heaven 
website.
•Read the story from the bible, using whatever translation you feel most appropriate
•Tell the story yourself using whatever props you can find! 

TOP TIP 
It is worth noting that one of the best ways to retain knowledge of a story is to tell it in different 
ways and then be able to recount it yourself. So why not try using one of the above ideas and 
then getting your family to re-enact/retell the story themselves. Even see if they could tell the 
story to someone else - via social media of course at this time.
Activities and games, you could play as a family to reinforce the key message that God seeks 
out each one of us:
•Print out pictures of sheep and hide them around the house and garden 
•Flashlight scavenger hunt – hide an object (a sheep/ coins etc) around the house when its 
dark and use only torches to find them
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•Take something that is incredibly special to you (my teddy would have been my choice when I 
was younger) have someone hide it and see if you can find it within a set time.
•Hide one of the family and seek them out!
•Any variation on the above

Key questions to think about and explore:
•How come the shepherd notices that there is one sheep missing?
•Why does the shepherd go looking for the lost sheep/ why doesn’t he Just leave it to look 
after itself? He has after all got 99 other sheep!
•Note that the search is not that easy – Why doesn’t the shepherd just give up?
•What happens when the shepherd finds the lost sheep? 
•What happens when he comes home? 
•Who does the shepherd to represent in the story?
•Who do the sheep represent in the story? 

And any others that come to mind. Drawing the discussion to a conclusion. Things to think 
about:

The key messages of the story are simple:
•Jesus loves each one of us equally
•Jesus knows each one of us equally
•Jesus seeks out each of one of us

Developing the story with any one of the family retelling the story in this way. 
•Try retelling the story in a different way, inserting different names to emphasise the above 
truths, for example.

There was a shepherd who had 100 hundred sheep. He cared so much for the sheep and he 
knew each one of them by the names he had given them. Now one of these sheep, Andrew, 
always wanted to explore the fields on the other side of the river, and so one day he did.
Later in the day the shepherd was counting all his sheep. He could clearly see David and Sam. 
Alice and Emily where over there and Belinda and Elsbeth where next to the big tree…… and 
so on. Alternatively, you could watch or listen to one of the many retellings of the story on 
YouTube, or in books you might have. The main idea is once this has been done to explore the 
following questions:
•How did you feel when you realised you were lost?
•How did you think the shepherd might react to you deciding to wander off (good to explore 
the options here and consider what option might be expected and why)? 
•How did you feel when you saw the shepherd coming towards you?
•How did you feel when he took you home and had a party?

These questions reinforce the main point of the parable but begin to bring them down to our 
own personal level. 

A time to reflect 
Take some time to recount and think again about the story and the main things it teaches.
Ask the following two questions: 
•What have we learnt about ourselves from this parable?
•What have we learnt about Jesus?
It is a good idea to record these in some way – maybe writing them down to capture the ideas 
and reflections. 



A time to respond
Take the time to reflect on the truths of this story in what ever way is best for you as a family; 
here is a suggestion to consider
•Give each person a piece of paper and ask them to sit and be quiet for a moment and then to 
write down the most important thing they have learnt from the parable. After a few moments, 
place these on the floor or table and use a simple prayer. This can have one person praying 
thanking God for what you have learnt or each person can use a simple prayer that says – 
Thank you Jesus for reminding me that …..
•Then ask them to think of one thing they would want to tell someone else abut what they have 
learnt. Write this on a piece of paper, fold this up and then pass it to someone else. Ask them to 
keep it and read it every day this week as a reminder about Jesus or themselves. 

Drawing things to a conclusion 
Use the following scripture from 1 John 3 v 1 and put family actions to it. It speaks powerfully 
about how loved we are. 

How great is the love
That God has lavished on us
That we should be called 
Children of God 
And that is what we are

Adapting this to make it more personal for each person can be helpful 

How great is the love 
That God has lavished on Andrew
That he should be called
A child of God 
And that is what He is.

This can be said individually or as a group, focusing on one person at a time. 


